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| land: for they haue an incredible number of fhips, aud boates, 


earth many yeares, before they conte to perfection, and are fet- 
dome tooke vp by the fameartificer, which kneades them, but 
arc left as a portion to fome of his pofteritie. | 

- (10) Their fafhions in private houfes are not much vnlike 
tothofe of Exrope;at board they fit in chaires, and vpon formes, 
not loll on the fiore, as moft ofthe Afiarickes doe : they touch 


not their meate with the hand, but vfe the Siluer-forke, or elfe 


fome fticke of Iuory or Ebonie, not much vniikeit : they eate 
thrice in one day, but fparingly enough : when they trauaile o- 


M 2d 


uer the Plaines, they vfea kindeof coach, yet not drawne with 
horfes or other bealt, but driucn by the winde vuder fayle as a 
Barke onthe Sea, which the people are as perfect to guide, 
which way they pleafe,as the Marineris to direct his courte vn- 
toany coaft, whither he is bound : as they fayle vpon land,as if 
it were fca, fo they dwell as frequent vpon thefea, as if it were 


“whichare in many places ranked like ftreetes vpon the waters, 
and filled with Inhabitants, fuch as are here borne, liue, traf 
fique, marry, and die. Mr. Perckas reports that vpon one Riuer 
from Nangwin to Paquin they are thus ordered for 300. leagues. 
No maruaile then, if their number exceed any part proportiona- 
bly ofthe whole earth ; fince their land is not fixficient, but 1s 
forced to borrow roome out ofthe Sea for their habitation : yet 
are they allgouernedby one Monarch, whom they call the Lord 
ofthe world and fonne to the Sunne. For they are a proud Na- 
tion, and admit not equall comparifon with any other earth- 
lings; but caftit asa Prouerbe into their teeth, that they haue 
but one eye to {ee with, in rcfpect of the Chinoys, who alone ( as 
themfelues boaft ) fee with two:the truth is, in matters of ftate, 


| they are very politike, in peace wary, andin warre valiant,ctaf- 


| Their marriages they chiefly folemnizeat the new Moone, and 


gine, and from theleft women:when they would decipher their 


| obfcenely asthe debofhteftfwaggerers. 


Etis 
| ten-( Pees (3 Olam. (4) 5 ifnam.( 5 )Tolench. ( 6 ){an- 
faie.( 7 ) Minchien. ( 8 )Ochian.( 9 ) Honan. ( 19) Pagina. ( 11) 


'andthis is gouerned immediately by the Emperour himíclfe, 


tie and excellent enginers. 

(11 ) Theirlawesare forthe moft part juft and feuerely exe- 
cuted, efpeciaily againft idle droanes, which {et not a hand to 
aduance their ftatc, or maintaine themfelues. They will not 
cherifh the very blinde by almes,fince without eyes, a man may 
be fit for fome corporal imployment ; bue to the maimed and 
lame, they denie not a charitable maintenance. The foane is 
bound to exercife his parents occupation, fo that no pretence 
almoft is left for wanderers:and briefly,as farre as humane lawes 
can prouide, all other vaine occafions, for mif:xpence of time, 
are take off; for within the Cities no ftewes are allow ed,or leud 
perfons to withdraw them:adultery is punifhed w ith death,but 
yet they haue libertie to take many wiues : one they keepe at 
home, the reft are difpofed of abroad, where they beft pleafe. 


forthe moft part in March, which beginnes their yeare. 

(12) Fortheir Religion they are Gentiles, but hauea confu- 
fed knowledgeof God, heauen, and the creation, which they a- 
fcribe to one Trine, who firft ( fay they ) made Paafon and Pau- 
zona, and their pofteritie continued for 90000. ycares;but were 
then, for their wickedneffe deftroyed,and a new race wascrea- 
ted. The firft oftheir fecond world was one Latitzam, who 
hadtwo hornes ; from the right came men, as they fondly ima- 


great god,they expreffe him by the firftletter of their Alphabet ; 
and in their deuotions, they worfhip him as their chicfe ( but 
not onely ) preferuer : for they haue their prayers to the Sunne, 
Moone, Starresandtothe Diuell himfelfe, that he would not 


hurt them. Their Friefts are diftinguifht into theblacke and | 


white Friers, as we call them:for they much refemble Friers in 
their courfe oflife;fome are clothed in white;their heads fhorne, 


and their vi&tualls in common: others in blacke, long haireand | 


line apart:neither are married, but bothtake their libertie to liue 


The Empire 1s diuided into 15. Proninces, ( 1 ) Can- 


Zaiton.( 12 ) Quinchien.( 13 ) ( beguean. ( 14) Sufmam. (15 ) 
LQuinjay. All of large extent, and containe in them many 
Townes and Cities, in number more, in compaffe bigger, and 
in wealth more eminent, then the beft of ours. 

(14) In the Prouinceof Cantos are 190. Townes and 37. 
Cities. ( 2 ) In Feguien 99. Townes and 33. Cities. ( 3 ) In O- 
lam 130. Townes and go. Cities. (4) In Sinam 150. Townes 
and 44. Cities. ( 5 ) In Tolench 235. Townes and. 5 1. Cities : 


without any fubftitute asallthe other Prouinces haue, except 


ties. (9 ) Honan 1602; Townesand 20.Cities.( 10 )Pagina 150. 
Townes and 47. Cities: 

(15 ) Thechiefe ofthisis Paquin where he hath his con- 
tinuall réfidence, and ícarceat any time leauesthe Cities, vn- 


| leffe vpon occafion of warre:for itisfcated neare to the 7 artars, 
| who oft times make affaults vpon the Chinoy/e, and force the 
King to gather his ftrength into that. quarter ; and he himfclfe | 


prefentto withftand their eutry : leaftif they fhould once get 
footing intoany part of his Country, they might incroach far- 
ther, and inable themfelues by his fpoyles to follow their blow 
vpon his other Prouinces. His pailace here is compaffed witha 
| triple wall, carries the bulkeand face of a faire Towne; for in- 
deed his retinue are no fewer then might well people a large 
Citie:among the reft he hath 16000. Essuches daily attending, 


makethem capable of this Court-preferment. The feate impe- 
riall was heretofore at Nangquin, where {till remainesa golden 
teftimony of her paft glory. it is a faire Citie thirtie miles in 
compafle, feated nine leagues from the Sea vpon a faire andna- 
uigable Riuer, where there rides commonly at leaft 10000. 
of the Kings fhippes, befides Marchants. it hath three bricke 
walls, the ftreets are fix miles in bength, of a proportionall 
bredth, and trimly paned. 

(16) (11) Zaitonhath 78. Townes and 27. Cities: the 


out 500. fhippes. ( 12 ) Quinchien hath 113. Townes and 45. 


105. Townes and 41.Cities. ( 15 Jand laftly Qamay 114. 
Townes 38. Cities. | 


of the world:for it containes 105.miles in compaffe : itis feated 


forced in very many places, to erect bridges for free paflage 
from one ftreete to another : there are in all 12020. butt of 
ftcne, and moft of them fo high, thata good fhippe may ftrike 
vnderthem with full fayle : each of them hath its ten watch- 
men, for anight-gard. The Inhabitants of this Citie liue luxu- 
rioufly, efpecially their women, who are much morecomely 


dogges fleth. Toward the South part of the Citie there isa great 
lake about 24. miles incircuite ; in the midft ftands two llands, 
whither the chiefe Nobilitie repaire and inuitetheir friends to 
folemnize their marriage,and haue in each a ftately pallace erec- 
ted, furnifhed fuiticiently withall fitting ornaments, fora wed- 
ding jollitie. In many parts of the Citie there are publick places 
of receipt, for fuch as fuftaine any misfortune by fire:there they 
may lodge their goods fafc vpon a {odaine cafualtic till they can 
makebetter prouifion. 2 


Prouinc : they ftand fo thicke, and are fo populous, that they 
all feeme to be as one ; one, as well for their continued buildi 


| forme, and difpofe their ftreetes alike ; twobroad,croffing each 
other in the middle in fo ftraight aline, that the eye may ri 
cleane from one endtotheother. — = = 

(19) Wemay conclude,that both the reuenues of the whole 
Empire, and number of Inhabitants, are not eafily to be recko- 


| Kings, gathcts vp yearely 120. millions of Crownes, ftirres not 
into the field without 300000. foote and 200000. horfe. To 


Seas, but it feemes the (“hinoy/e in time found, that there defence 
was a bufineffe of more charge then their worth counteruailed : 


and Satyrorum Infula, Cc. 


Pagina. (6) Cauíaie hath 122. Townes 24. Cities. (7) ALn-| 
chien 29. Townes 25. Cities. ( 8 ) Ochiam 74. Townes 19. Ci-} 


füch as their owne parents heane emafculated in their infancy,to} 


chiefe ts Zaston, which hath a faire harbour,and is feldome with- |. 


Cities.( 13 )Cheguean gs. Townesand 39-Cities. (14) Sufnam | 


(17) The Metropolis is Quinfay or Suntien,the largeft Citie | 


in alow and fenny ground, isíubjectto Floods, and hath beene| 


then their men ; yet all of them almoft eate both horfe and]. 


( 18) It were vaine togiue a more particular defcription of] 
the many Cities which make vp the feuerall numbers in each | 


almoft, as their fafhion of building;for they all obferue the fame | 


ly reach 


ned: yet this in briefe, he hath fubject vnder him 70. crowned! 
this Empire did once belong moft of the Iandsin the Eafterne | 


and therefore le&them euen flip into their owne hands, and | 
| bounded their gouernment with the Sca-ccaft : yet for fuch as | 
| lyeinthe fame Latitude, from the Tropske toward the Vole,they 

may moft properly, be named at leaft in thisdefcription, and | 
butnamed ; fince they were before fet forth in our generalii 
mappe ofe4fia. The chiefe are Lequio minor, Reix Moges, Le-V 
quio maior, Maxacar, Iapan, a vere large land, Infula de /Msaco, | 
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HE whole tract of e4fa, which 
lyes feuered from Perfia by the 
Riuer Jndus on the Weft, is well 
knowne by onc generall name of 
the Eaft Indie: and that againe is 
diuided, by the other famous Ri- 
uer Ganges, into India intra Gan- 
gemythepart whichlookestoward 
Enrape, & is conjectured by moft, 
to bethefame with theland of £- 


nilah : and India extra Gangem to the very Eaft, fome thinke it 


| wasthat, which ofold was called Sersa : both haue now other 


names impofed by the Inhabitants : the firft Indoftand ; this o- 
ther Tame, Tangs Mangi, or Macys andlaftly Simarnm Regio, 
China. . 


(2) This Kingdome then isthe vtmoft bounds Eaftward of 


| the whole Continent, and therefore lyes fartheft remote from 


Chriftendome ; the miftreffe of arts, and example of ciuilitieto 
allthe other parts ofthe world : yet doe the Chinoyfz much ex- 
ceede vs, for ample Cities, ingenuousartificers, and multitude 


lof Inhabitants; which ( methinkes ) pleades fayrely for heran- 


tiquitie, though I gine not full credit to thofe, which fettle here 
the fonnes of /ocktan, much leffe to their ownerecords, which 
reckon two hundred threefcore and two Kings, 1n almoft a 
continued fucceffion tothis day ; and number from their firft, 
aboue foure thoufand yeares. For to makethis good they muft 
either varie from vs in their meafüre oftimes, as we from the 
Germanes inlength of miles; elfe we muft commita foule errour, 
tolooke beyond the Flood for their originall : fince thattime, 
it is not yet aboue three thoufand nine hundred twenty ; and 


- |fürely Ithinkethey were not exempted fromthe generall de- . 
 |luge, no more then from the finnes ofthe wholé earth. 


(3) Butifthisconjecture of different accompt benot appro- 
ued, the folecifine muft reft( for me ) vpon their owne ignorant 
vaine glory, which in their ftories, tran{port them beyond pro- 


babilitie ; vpon hope( perhaps )that no other Nation couldcon- 
trowle them ; for in thofe firft ages, they had little conuerfe,vn- 


leffe with men more barbarous then themfelues ; fuch as could 


| not delinertheir actsto pofteritie:andthereforebeing left whol- 


lyto their owne Relations, good reafonthey thought they had, 
to doe themfelues what honour they might, though ignorance 


[ofthe mainetruth,makesthem ofttimesto trefpafle vpon Chro- 


nologie, and forge ftories fovnlikely, that the whole may be 


| juftly füfpected. 


^(4) Their firt King they name 'Uitei, and report himto 
haue reigned an hundred yeares : his fucceffours went on with- 


‘| out breach or conqueft to their two hundred fortie {fecond 
| Prince, but were then for a while, cut off by the Tartarsans. 


This change was fortold to Farfar, the laft (hina King of the 
firft race ; andthe Prophecylaid it vpon one, which fhould 


hauean hundred eyes: and fo had Chifanbaan the Inuader, if 
_ | you willallow his nametomake vp the miracle : For the very 
| word intheir language fignifies no other then an hundred eyes: 
| A poorecoufenage ot the Diuell, but ferued the turne firít to 


© 


|dazelithem witha ftrange Prophecy, andthen to keepe vp his 
credit in the performance, with the fimpleidolaters. After nine | 


Tartarian Princes, it wasagaine recouered tothe ftate, in which 
st now ftands, by theprowedle of one Gombne their 25 1. King. 


-| (5) This briefeaccompt of their beginning and progrefle, is 

— [morc then 1 can warrant for vndoubted truth. The moft part 
` [was palt, ere they were a people knowneto the Exropeans : for | 
: -f Prolemy himfelfe fcarce reached fo farretoward the Eaft : or if it 


betheiame, with his Sinarum Regio, ( which yet fome doubt ) 
yet it feemes) he knew little more of it, then the barename : 


| wemultbecontent to paffe ouer,many ages vntoucht,and breake 
| abruptly, into our owne times and itories, which doe afforde | 

vs more certaintie by the relation oflater trauailors,fome of our | 
| owne Nations | 
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| fand wild-duckes haue beene commonly {pent in one day in. 


‘them muchin their courfe of traifique, to conuey their Mer- | 


_ 1 colour, crooked nofe, {mall and blacke eyes, and very thinne 
~ | beard, butlong haire onthe head : ifany be deformed ( for fo | 


] jeaft vpon his hanfomecomcely vifage, asa {coffer would vpon | 


| their ill fafhioned countenance. The better fort are cloathed in 
| long filke garments;the ordinary people in linaen, for they haue | 


-jdiomes. Their fpeciall skill; which we much admire, but can- | 


(6) Itis nowa vaft Empire, which containes in Latitude al~ 
moft fortie degrees from the Zvopike of Cancer to the fiftie three 
toward the Pole Artike ; and thirtie in Longitude from the de- 
gree one hundred thirtieto one hundred fixtie : the bounds on 
the Welt is Iudoflan, India intra Gangem-onthe Eaft Mare Cin; 
on the North the Empire of the great Chane, feuered from the 
Chinoyfe by high mountaines, continued with a wall of a thou- 
fand miles in length, built by 7 aanit£n, their 1 17. King:and on 
the South the K ingdome or Chan chin china, part of the other 
India sutra Gangem, à E. 
(7) Theayre here is temperate, and the ground fruitfull : 
the mountainesand wilde fields breede incredible numbers of 
Cattell, and the Woods wilde Boares, Foxes, Hares, Conies, 
and other vfefüllbeafts, which giues vs flefh for our foode, and 
skinnes for our cloathing. The tilled ground returnesagaine 
plentie of Corne, Wheat, and Barley ; their higher Poulfe, and 
theirlower Rice; in great abundance : their gardens plea‘ant, 
fet withall forts of flowers, which may dilight either the eye, 
or fent : no clodde ( almoft ) of earth there,but hath its wealth; 
for what yeelds not fruite; is inricht with Mines of Gold and 
Siluer. Their chiefe Riuer is Po/y/ango, both it and the reft giue 
fith in great abundance, and water-fowle enough almoft to teed 
a whole Nation : AZaginus reportsit, that tenne or twelue thou- 


the Citie Canton : befides their owne profit, they aduantage |. 


chandize into fcuerall parts ofthe Empire, to meete with their 
chapmen from all quarters. Their principall commodities are 
Silkes and Sugars : yet befides thefe they fend forth Wooll, | 
Cotton, Oliues, Mettalls, Rheubarbe, Honey, Purflaine diíhes; | 
Camphirc, Ginger, Pepper, &c. Muske, Salt great ftore, whote 
Cuftome, in onely one Towne of Canton, amounts tothe yeare- | . 
ly valueof 18009. Crownes. Tothis happineffe of {oyle may 
beadded the thrift and great induftry of the Inhabitants, who 
hold it a foule difgrace to be accounted idle:and therefore make 
the moftof what they haue : fo that without doubt, as they are | 
infinitely populous, fo they are proportionably rich, beyond a- 
nyotherNationoftheworld. ^ PE : 

(8) The Chinoyfe is defcribed with abroad face of a duskie | 


they take it ) with abetter feature, they areaslike to breake a 


not yet theart well to weare wollen : Their women decke their 
heads, with goldand precious jewells,feldome (hew themíclues 1. 
abroad, without greatattendance of feruants. | 

( 9) The men in theirfcuerall imployments; are infinitely | 
laborious and ingentious ; it is very rare, to fee any of themina | 
ftrange Countrey: nor will they eafily admita {tranger farrein- | 
to theirs, vnleffc he be firft well tryed,for his honeftie and good | 
meaning toward their ftate-they are addicted much to manuall | 
arts, for they haue excellent practicke witts;and indeed for that | 
goe beyond any other Nations-Much quarrel hath beene about } 
the inuention of Gunnes and Printing, which feuerall people | 
haue becne ambitious to take to thenifelues,as the mafter-piece | 
ofmans wit : but without doubt, they were both vied here, | 
long before any of Europe pretended to the knowledge of ci- 
ther. In their writings,they make not their lines fromthe tight | 
handto the left;as the Hebrewes ; nor from the left to the right | 
as we doe; but from the toppe tothe bottome of the page : and | 
vfeall one Character; through the whole Kingdome, though | 
fcuerall parts differ much in their language, or at leaft in their | 


not imitate,isin makingtheP urflainedifhes,whiteasvery faow, f 


and tranfparant as glafic; formed vp onely of Cockles found in} Bap og M 
| theScaíhore; mixt with Egge-{helles ; but lye buried ta thep 9 
il "F ; ? ee : 
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